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Commissioner. Everyone of his letters bears testimony to his
spirit of satyagraha. The nation will advance only through such
sacrifices. The atmosphere in Japan changed overnight when the
nobles offered their lands and all their other possessions for the
service of the people. The poor also understood the importance
of that sacrifice and all engaged themselves in national work.
Similarly, when a large number of Durbars and zemindars in
India start making sacrifices for the people, the resulting union
between the rich and the poor will be a sight for the world to
see. Today, it is the poor and those belonging to the middle class
who are chiefly carrying on the non-co-operation movement.
There is even some danger for the country in this. The somewhat
delicate situation in which we find ourselves today will also end
if the upper classes take full part in the movement. This requires
courage and a Kshatriya spirit. Shri Desai has displayed these, I
hope that others will take a lesson from his example,
THE CASE OF GOVINDJI VASANJI
Shri Govindji Vasanji, the proprietor of the well-known
sweets-shop of Bombay, is in jaiL I wanted to comment on this
case earlier, but could not do as I did not have the relevant
papers. I have just got them.
Shri Govindji will have to enjoy rest in jail for six months.
I welcome the sentence all the more for being one of hard labour.
It is my experience that those sentenced to simple imprisonment
do not really serve a term of imprisonment. Those sentenced
to hard labour alone can do so. The former are likely to get bored,
while for prisoners undergoing rigorous imprisonment, time passes
happily. The mind can turn the prison into a palace; on the
other hand, if it constantly dwells on thoughts of imprisonment,
it could make prison a place of misery. Anyone who finds prison-
life hard is no non-co-operator. Mirabai welcomed the cup of
poison as nectar.1 Holding a cup of poison in his hands, Socrates
addressed to his dear pupil a discourse on the immortality of the
soul which the world will ever cherish. His gentle language bears
testimony to the fact that there was no trace in his heart of any
ill will or anger for the warder who gave him the cup or the
judge who sentenced him to take poison. The history of the
world provides many such instances.
1 Her husband, incensed at her spending most of her time in devotion to
Shri Krishna in the company of sadhus and mendicants, is said to have sent
her a cup of poison, wanting her to end her life and stop bringing discredit
to him and his family.